
A FULL AND HAPPY LIFE: that’s what every parent wishes for their child. It’s a wish 
that the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at UW Medical Center has been 

fulfilling for 50 years.

UW Medical Center’s NICU takes care of the most fragile, smallest and most premature 
newborns from our five-state region: Washington, Wyoming, Alaska, Montana and Idaho. 
Every year, we serve more than 450 families, and we serve them with compassion and expertise.

We invite you to join us — by making a contribution — in this lifesaving, rewarding work. 

A Pioneer in Infant Care 
UW Medical Center specializes in taking care of mothers-to-be who have severe illnesses or 
who have high-risk pregnancies. We also specialize in taking care of their infants. And we 
receive referrals to take care of infants who may be affected by fetal abnormalities or extreme 
prematurity. In addition, our NICU helps deliver infants with highly complex birth defects, 
including those needing surgery or hospice care. Other advanced services for babies and their 
families include therapeutic hypothermia (brain and body cooling to prevent brain injury) 
and a range of ventilation support. 

A full team of healthcare professionals provides this expert care: neonatal physicians, nurse 
practitioners, respiratory therapists, pharmacists, nutritionists, social workers and many 
others. We also place a priority on providing patients and their families with an exceptionally 
welcoming and comfortable environment. To this end, we relocated to UW Medical Center’s 
new Montlake Tower, a transition that allows us to take care of more infants and families and 
provide them with a greater level of comfort at a very stressful time in their lives.
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A Wish List for Parents and Babies
Philanthropic support is very useful to our NICU team, and to the babies and families they 
serve, and we invite you to consider one of the following donation options.

Join Us
For more information about UW Medical Center’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, please 
contact Jennifer Blume, director of health system philanthropy, at 206.616.3171 or  
jenblume@uw.edu. Thank you for your interest in supporting the UW Medical Center NICU. 
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Giving Opportunity Description Investment

Neonatal support equipment Updated, efficient and effective equipment for NICU babies is  $1,000–$50,000
 essential to high-quality care. Donations will fund needed items, 
 such as: 
 • NICU-grade milk warmers
 • Brain monitoring devices (aEEGs)
 • Cooling equipment to decrease brain injuries in full-term babies 
    with encephalopathy
 • TC bilimeters (noninvasive blood tests)
 • Infant warming lights
 • Infant positioning equipment
 • Baby swings
 • Handheld hearing screening devices

Vermont Oxford Network  The Vermont Oxford Network (VON) symposium is a valuable   $2,500/person 
symposium educational resource: an annual four-day conference at which  
 healthcare professionals from around the world share the latest  
 news and information on NICU care. We would like to send a team  
 of nurses and parents to each conference. 

Continuing nursing education Our NICU nurses are highly trained, and they need to stay abreast  $1,500/person
 of best practices as their field changes over time. Sending nurses  ($6,000 for
 to the National Association of Neonatal Nurses conference, as  four attendees)
 well as other training events, allows them to learn new ways of 
 providing care and enhancing teamwork and communication. 
 Attendees then share what they’ve learned with their colleagues 
 in the NICU.

Sibling support program  Siblings of premature infants frequently experience emotional  $2,500/year
 challenges. A child-life specialist provides valuable support. Gifts 
 underwrite resources to teach siblings about preterm infants and 
 about how to express difficult emotions, which strengthens 
 stressed families.

NICU Parent Advisory Council The NICU Parent Advisory Council consists of parent-volunteers  $2,500/year 
 who work with the NICU’s care providers and staff to improve the 
 healthcare experience for everyone. This partnership fosters our 
 philosophy of patient- and family-centered care by providing 
 education and resources to support parents and families of babies 
 in the NICU and to facilitate communication among families 
 and clinicians.


